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· Bsuite - Gives blog stats, shows incoming search terms, tracks top stories, etc. After installing, I edit the single.php file (go to Presentation, Theme Editor, then click on “Single Post” to edit single.php). Click here for instruction on how to get search terms and other options to show up on your blog. 

· Google Sitemaps - Helps make your blog more search engine friendly to Google. Download and activate. Once you have added a few posts, go to Options, Sitemap and then click on “Rebuild Sitemap”. 

· WP-ExtremeVideo - Awesome plugin that allows you to embed videos from YouTube and Google Videos. 

· WordPress Database Backup - Must have plugin that may come after your default WordPress install. Activate this one and use it. You don’t want to have to re-enter all of your posts should you lose your data. 

· WP-Cron - This plugin will make your database backups automatic. I set it up to email my backup to my Gmail account daily so I don’t have to think about it. After you install and activate this plugin, go to the Manage menu, then click on Backup and you will see the option at the bottom for your backup preferences. If you don’t have a Gmail account, I recommend you get one. I believe you still have to have an invite to get one, so if you need an invite, email me and I’ll invite you. The reason I recommend them is because they give you over 2GB of space. If you already have enough email space you may want to use your existing account instead…it’s up to you. 

· SimpleTags - Allows you to add Technorati tags to your posts. Makes you look cool. 

http://www.shoutwire.com/
http://www.bloggerforum.com/
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Link to articles other bloggers have written and add your own two cents about the topic; plus, it’s preferable to trackback them in the process so that they are very aware that you did, in fact, link them. Trackbacks also help to get some of their traffic trickling in to your blog. Check out my OTA for more info on trackbacking, or to join and gain even more traffic.

++++++++++++++++++++++++

